ADMIRAL ABRIAL
the well-placed machine-guns, and the carefully
prepared firing-plans! In war, nothing is right
unless it foresees everything. Even then, while
tranquillity still reigned over this fortified strand,
this last fringe of fortifications beside the sea, with
the waves curling up to the concrete blocks,
presented an unforgettable spectacle. At Dunkirk at
that time the channel between the coastline and the
sandbanks held a considerable number of merchant
vessels.
'The Dutch fleet/ the Admiral said.
I remembered the beautiful seascapes of the Louis
XIV period. The Dutch fleet had been using this
channel as a haven from submarines; but sometimes,
at high tide, the U-boats came in over the mine-
fields.
When everything had been seen, Admiral Abrial
took me home to dinner in his little house at Malo-
les-Bains. His ordnance officer was already there
with two admirals, Leclerc, whom I have mentioned,
and Admiral Platon, since famous as Governor of
Dunkirk. At that time he was in command of the
flotilla. Admiral Platon's eyes were clear and
candid, his face a sailor's. He advised me to place
Admiral Leclerc's sarcastic commentary on record
and call it: *M. Bergeret at Dunkirk/ Admiral
Abrial was more serious. After my lecture on
England and the English, he said:
Tve nothing but praise for them. . . . To-day5